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Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 COLOMB 00275 30I208Z 

17 

ACTION NEA-09 

INEO OCT-OI ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-03 H-01 INR-07 L-02 

NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-OI RSC-01 PRS-OI SP-02 SS-15 

USIA-06 COME-00 EB-07 LAB-04 SIL-OI A-01 OPR-01 SY-04 

NIC-OI SCCT-OI OC-05 CCO-00 /079 W 

093883 

R30I007Z JAN 75 
PM AMEMBASSY COLOMBO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2159 

CONPIDENTIAL COLOMBO 0275 

E.O. 1 1652 GDS 
TAGS: PINT, ELAB, CE 

SUBJ: TOKEN GENERAL STRIKE CALLED OPE 

REF: COLOMBO 239 

1 . FULL WEEK OP NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN JOINT COMMITTEE OP 
TRADE UNION ORGANIZATIONS (JCTUO) AND GSL CONCLUDED JANUARY 29 
WITH JCTUO DECISION TO CALL OPE ONE-DAY TOKEN GENERAL 

STRIKE SCHEDULED POR JANUARY 31. GSL OPFERED RS. 25 
WAGE INCREASE FOR PUBLIC SECTOR EMPLOYEES EARNING UNDER 
RS. 800 PER MONTH. COST-OP-LIVING WAGE INCREASE DEMAND 
WILL BE REPERRED TO COMMITTEE NOT YET APPOINTED. 

AT, I, OTHER POINTS WILL BE NEGOTIATED LATER. 

2. COMMENT: PRIME MINISTER NEATLY SIDESTEPPED SENSITIVE 
NATIONALIZATION ISSUE BY REITERATING SUPPORT IN PRINCIPLE 
BUT OPPOSING IMPLEMENTATION IN NEAR PUTURE. LABOR LEADERS 
APPARENTLY DECIDED CONCESSIONS WERE SUPFICIENT TO JUSTIFY 
DRAWING BACK FROM UNPALATABLE CONPRONTATION WITH 
UNITED PRONT COALITION THEY SUPPORT. PRIME MINISTER HAS 
TOLD AMBASSADOR SHE IS PLEASED WITH SETTLEMENT. 

VAN HOLLEN 

CONPIDENTIAL 
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